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Delights of NeoCon WTF 2010
by Peter Carey

This year’s NeoCon was a success 
on many different levels. Even though 
the general consensus is that con-
tract interiors are still affected by the 
economic downturn, the many people 
and markets of design that converged 
during the show didn’t seem overly 
concerned about the future. We have 

all survived the worst, hopefully, and 
now it’s time to see what’s next for all 
of us.

Haworth worked with Clive Wilkin-
son Architects to design an energized 
space that showcased the wonderful 
Kvadrat product called Clouds that 
was hovering above their pool. Clouds 
is a series of modular interlocking 
fabric tiles that evolve as elements are 

added to it. The end result is a unique 
three dimensional sculpture for the 
wall or the ceiling.

Stylex had a great looking show-
room that show the marvelous effects 
that can be accomplished by interior 

the design featured a heavy use of re-
cycled materials, including corrugated 
cardboard. Their fantastically designed 
and timeless new Sava chair was 
wonderfully contrasted with the texture 
of the cardboard. Conference and task 

STYLEX SHOWROOM: SAVA CHAIR

HAWORTH SHOWROOM: CLOUDS STYLEX: SAVA
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chairs were placed in nooks carved out 
of the corrugated material, which will 
hopefully be recycled after the show. 
How this chair did not get an award is 
a mystery, except for those who know 
designers novelty. When it comes to 
specifying, that’s another matter. 

Many product ideas presented at 
this year’s NeoCon were transforma-
tive in nature; doing more with less 
isn’t just a way to deal with the present 
times, it will be a way of life for many 
of us for years to come. Halcon pre-
miered their wonderful new Proximus 
line of casegoods, designed by Gary 
Lee Partners. This product rethinks 
the workwall while giving each user’s 
personal preferences unprecedented 

system, Proximus assists executives 
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to cut down on their multitasking by 
utilizing an “out of sight, out of mind” 
approach. The panels can slide to hide 
the vertical storage and allow users to 

focus just on one task at a time if they 
choose. The solution seems a win-win 
for designers as well as their clients – 
the product looks like millwork panel-

ing but performs in a way that busy 
clients are used to working. Reducing 
the importance of horizontal surfaces 

-
print, the full line of Proximus seam-

spaces while still retaining a distinctive 
look and hierarchy. 

Wireless power in the workplace 
made its debut last year with Power-
mat partnering with Teknion in their 
furniture systems. This year, Teknion 
feature Powermant reception in 
sleeves that go over your electronic de-
vices and without which the Powermat 
charge cannot connect. (Look for them 
at Target and Best Buy.) This idea is 
becoming more pervasive, with Her-
man Miller, KI and National testing 
the waters and gauging feedback on 
this technology, including that created 
by another manufacturer, ecoupled. As 
soon as we all lose our power cords for 
our laptops and cell phones, it will be 
just one less thing to worry about. Gill 
Industries presented an innovative so-
lution to wireless power. Their version 
is more like local power broadcasting 
than other competitors. 

Another great transformative design 
innovation was the Dewey 6-Top Table 
by Izzy+. Inspired by the changes in 
working and learning patterns found in 
today’s universities, the 6-Top Table fa-
cilitates team collaboration by reducing 
the standard conference table footprint, 
essentially maximizing the surface of 
a round table by cutting semicircles 
out of the table edges. The small table 

-
tions and other table parings to create 
a myriad of arrangements. This table is 
ideal for schools, but could also work in 
a corporate environment.

One of many transformative im-
provements at the Teknion showroom 
was the addition of new storage 

fabulous District product. Now offering IZZY: DEWEY 6

TEKNION: DISTRICT
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more open and secured spaces with 
variable privacy openings, District’s 
key new storage introduction was a 
row of elegant personal lockers. It was 

-
lessly with the rest of the product line, 
yet innovative enough to make design-
ers and clients rethink how people will 
be using the system. Shifting from a 
veneer to the new laminate surfacing 

option allows customers to reduce the 
overall price of District dramatically; 
check with your local rep for hard 
numbers on cost reduction.

Branching out to decorative light-
ing, Joel Berman Glass introduced 
Heat, a light sculpture fashioned from 
a monolithic 2 ¼” thick slab of acrylic 

enclosed with a brushed stainless steel 

band and lit from the top. Since each 

are endless.
The Resource Directors Association 

(RDA), the national organization of de-
sign resource librarians, held their annual 
meeting at NeoCon this year. Usually 
coinciding with the Tuesday breakfast at 
the Geiger showroom, which used to be 
located a block away from the Mart, the 
RDA continued the tradition with Geiger. 
However, this year Geiger moved into 

of the Mart, but with a separate entrance. 
Attendees included Royce Epstein of 
Kling Stubbins, Bill van Erp and Kelli 
Potenza from Gensler, Stephanie Ebeyer 
from Polshek Partnership and Eileen 
Ragsdale from TPG Architecture. The 
fun and informal conversation revolved 
around trends in the industry such as the 
many new options of variable worksur-
face heights, technology innovations, and 
the state of the industry in each librar-

The many festive showroom parties 
that happened on Monday night made 
a point to keep the good feelings rolling. 
Of note was the Mohawk Group’s Mug 
Shot, a photo booth-inspired event that 
encouraged participants to get their pic-
ture taken digitally and transpose it to 
a carpet texture. The days of elaborate 
cocktail parties may have taken a hia-
tus, but doing more with less is easier 

EILEEN RAGSDALE, ROYCE EPSTEIN

JOEL BERMAN: HEAT MOHAWK: MUG SHOT
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than ever, thanks to digital technology. 

Speaking of festive showrooms, take 
a look at InterfaceFLOR, complete with 
playground. (It looked something like 
the House of Blues Hotel.)

If this NeoCon proved anything, it 
is that getting back to basics is not a 

appeared to be toned down from previ-
ous years, but that was a welcome 
relief from the information overload 
that the fair usually provides. 

Delights of Neocon WTF
by Bob Beck

>Power Pod, by a design-conscious, 
portable power source and accessory 

-

>Saya, by 5DStudio for Geiger. A 
beautifully executed wood base with 
a tubular steel and mesh back and 
arms. First time I’ve seen this mixture 
and it works wonderfully.

>Compass, Herman Miller’s modular 
patient and examination room system 
demonstrated an exceptional degree 
of excellence in bringing research to 
bear on the design of the components, 
It is beautiful and functional in a highly 
demanding application.

>Cricket, an i-Pad support stand from 
Details…you just know the world will 
be full of these soon, but this one is 
already here and it is totally cool! 

INTERFACE FLOR STEELCASE DETAILS: CRICKET

COALESSE: POWER POD HERMAN MILLER: COMPASS

GEIGER: SAYA
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